
and help us preserve Derbyshire’s Heritage
‘Be our friend’

invites you to



…these old buildings do not belong to us only; they have belonged to our 
forefathers, and they will belong to our descendants unless we play them false. 
They are not in any sense our property, to do as we like with. We are only trustees 
for those that come after us. So I say nothing but absolute necessity can excuse 
the destruction of these buildings; and I say, further, that such a necessity has 
never yet existed in our time.

William Morris (1834-1896)  
English textile designer, poet, novelist, translator, activist 
and guardian of the British Arts and Crafts Movement 

“

”

Established In 1974, Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust (DHBT) 
has been responsible for the rescue of many historic buildings 
throughout Derbyshire. Using their skills and knowledge, members 
of the Trust identify neglected and abandoned historic buildings 
and then work to bring them back into new sustainable use. 

The Trust is a non-profit registered charity which is committed to the 
heritage of Derbyshire, working with its own in-house professionals 
to provide help and advice to groups and individuals sharing a 
passion for historic buildings. Please help us to continue to make  
a real difference to ensure the architectural gems of Derbyshire survive. 

Historic buildings capture our history and the memories of our collective past, whilst providing opportunity 
for the future. In the past, local and central government identified buildings that needed saving even if 
bodies such as DHBT led the restoration. 

But today, local and central government lack the resources, having fewer conservation officers to identify such 
buildings, let alone fund their restoration. DHBT is now the only county-wide organisation that can, and must, 
step up to fill the gap for Derbyshire now and into the future.

About us 

The need 



In the UK’s not too distant past, large areas of building were cleared to make way for modern, often 
concrete, structures and many of our historic buildings were lost, abandoned or altered beyond recognition 
in this rush to modernise. Conservation of buildings was still in its infancy, though gaining strength due 
to the increasing respect for their historic significance and contribution to our heritage. 

Towns and cities were losing their identity becoming increasingly dull and uniform which led eventually to 
the announcement of the European Architectural Heritage Year in 1975 (EAHY). In 1973 Alan Bemrose 
was tasked with the organisation of the EAHY for Derbyshire and he decided to establish a more permanent 
structure. This resulted in the formation of a group of local council officers, professionals, and representatives 
of civic and other societies along with interested lay people. The group was structured so that trustees who 
offered professional services were not paid. However, a separate panel of paid professionals was also formed 
to constitute a ‘technical panel’. 

Early funding from grants and low interest loans provided capital to complete repairs and restoration. Promotion 
of the Trust throughout the County helped highlight the plight of many buildings at risk and owners were 
inspired to complete repairs so that many demolition orders were stopped. 

Our mission
1. Safeguarding the historic buildings we treasure

Ensuring Derbyshire’s Historic Buildings are maintained in good condition for the benefit of current and 
future generations. Locating all ‘Buildings at Risk’ through a county-wide, community-led, survey.

2. Creatively reusing buildings no longer fit for purpose
Where necessary intervening, with the support of the community, to rescue ‘Buildings at Risk’ by acting 
as a catalyst, enabler, partner or developer in order to restore them to a viable active use.

3. Helping people to live or work in their historic buildings
Encouraging every historic building owner in Derbyshire to be a good custodian of their heritage (i.e. to 
understand and care for their property and pass it on to the next owner in good, or better, condition).

4. Increasing people’s access to, and enjoyment of, their heritage
Increasing public awareness of our built heritage through community involvement, interpretation, education 
and training.

Origins of the trust 

Become a friend of DHBT   
and help us achieve... 

derbyshirehistoricbuildingstrust.org.uk



From 1976, the Trust, concentrated its efforts on saving buildings for which no easy solution was available, 
providing its own funded programme of repair. The first example was the Toll Bar Cottage on Kedleston 
Road in Derby which was repaired and sold at auction. The Trust also acquired Stud Farm Cottages at 
Boythorpe and created two dwellings from an 18th century farmhouse – again the restored properties 
were sold at auction.

This renovate and resell model worked well for several years and by 1979 the Trust had completed many projects 
and won awards with continued success in Derby, Buxton and Wirksworth. In Derby the rescue of the world’s 
earliest railway cottages, built in 1841-3 by North Midland Railway, was a notable achievement. The next few 
years saw the restoration and modernisation of seventeen house types, including the renowned Brunswick Inn a 
CAMRA award winner and local landmark. In Wirksworth, DHBT worked with the Civic Trust to renovate several 
buildings including a fine stone house built in 1631 by local lead merchant William Hopkinson and the former 
blacksmith’s shop which stands opposite. Both these buildings are retained and used by the trust with space being 
let to commercial tenants. Since then DHBT has completed many other exciting projects including Barlborough 
Old Hall and Buxton Thermal Baths (1980s) now Cavendish Arcade, and the Derby Arboretum Lodge (1990s).

Past successes  

Railway Terraces and  
The Brunswick Inn 
Derby

The Old School House 
Twyford

42-46 Market Place 
Bolsover



The Trust is now seeking to broaden its support base so that it can take its ambitious restoration programme 
forward, thereby saving Derbyshire’s architectural heritage for future generations. 

Current projects requiring attention are:
Allestree Hall. II* 1795 
Regency style centrepiece of Allestree Park  Empty for over 40 years
Bath House. II. 1705 
Original spa structure, Bath Street, Bakewell  Empty and neglected
Belper Mills I & II. 1803 
Earliest unaltered iron framed mill in the world  Part derelict
Friar Gate Bridge II* 1876 
Cast Iron Structure by Andrew Handyside  In need of repair and use
GNB Warehouse & GNR Buildings II. 1877 
Iconic structure, Friar Gate, Derby  Derelict for 40 years
Hippodrome II. 1914 
Variety Theatre, Derby  Ruin
John Whitehurst Clockworks. 1764 
Georgian, Joseph Wright’s home. Queen Street, Derby  Derelict 
Rowditch Barracks II. 1859 
Very rare example, built for Napoleonic war volunteers Neglected
Spital Chapels II. 1857 
Gothic style, first cemetery in Chesterfield  Derelict
Sudbury Gasworks II. 1874 
A scarce surviving village example  Derelict
Ward’s Hosiery Warehouse II. 1803 
Centre of Belper’s cottage framework knitting industry  Derelict
Wingfield Station II*. 1839 
oldest surviving rural railway station in the world  Derelict for 40 years 

We also aim to undertake a visual survey of over 8,000 listed buildings in Derbyshire and the Peak District 
involving 300-400 volunteers. This will enable us to identify buildings at risk and offer help, advice and 
assistance to owners who need it for which we are currently seeking funding. To learn more about Derbyshire 
Historic Buildings Trust, visit our website at derbyshirehistoricbuildingstrust.org.

The DHBT makes awards to promote all the best in Derbyshire’s architectural heritage – please check the 
website for latest news and support us by spreading the word about our Architecture Awards. 

There are several categories so many historic building schemes will find they are eligible to apply. Finalists 
will be invited to an Awards Ceremony to mark their achievement in rescuing Derbyshire’s built heritage.

The DHBT architecture awards 

Moving forward 
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Anyone passionate about Derbyshire’s historic architecture should become a ‘Friend of the Trust’ by 
donating and completing the form on the last page of this leaflet. 

There are different levels to suit everyone but all are ‘Friends’ and have access to lectures and entrance at a 
reduced price to social events. 

Silver Friend (£25 pa):
1. Free advice over the phone or by email, and independent advice following a site visit for a small fee 

directing ‘a friend of DHBT’ toward appropriate solutions/professionals/craftsmen as appropriate.
2. Access (for a small charge) to historic houses not normally open to the public. 
3. Access (for a charge) to social events and lectures held by the Trust.

Gold Friend (£100 pa):
1. Free advice over the phone or by email, and free independent advice following a site visit for directing 

‘a friend of DHBT’ toward appropriate solutions/professionals/craftsmen as appropriate. 
2. The opportunity to open your house for ‘Friends’ to visit. 
3. Access (free of charge) to other historic houses not normally open to the public. 
4. Access (free of charge) to social events and lectures held by the Trust.

Diamond Friend (£1,000 for 3 years):
All the above plus 

1. Free access to Patrons event. 
2. Name recorded in literature.

Founder Member (£5,000 for life):
All the above and name recorded forever on a plaque in Hopkinson’s House and on all literature.

Student Friends (£1 for 3 years – age 18 to 25):
1. Access to the Trust’s website and social media. 
2. Access free of charge to lectures. 
3. Discounted access to social events. 

Become a friend of DHBT   
and help us bring life   
to our heritage... 



LEVELS OF SUPPORT I would like to become a:

Silver Friend £25 Gold Friend £100  Diamond Friend £1,000

Founder Member £5,000 Student Friend £1 for 3 yrs  Make a donation  

Make a bequest

GIFT AID DECLARATION

 I am a UK taxpayer and I would like DHBT (charity number 503983) to treat this and future payments 
as gift aid donations, and for the Trust to be able to recover basic rate tax on these sums. Please let us know 
if you change address, no longer pay sufficient tax, or would like to cancel this declaration.

Signed ............................................................................................ Date .........................................

First name .........................................................Surname..................................................................

Address ...........................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................... Postcode ...................................

Email ............................................................................... Phone no. ................................................

We will store your data only for the purposes of communicating with you on news of DHBT activities. If you 
elect to pay using gift aid, we will also communicate your details to HMRC. DHBT will not pass on your 
details to other third parties.

Prefer to be contacted by post or email Please do not contact me 

To become a friend of DHBT or to make a donation and 
help save our heritage please complete and return this 
form to: 
DHBT, Hopkinson’s House, 1-3 Greenhill, Wirksworth, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 4EN

PAYMENT METHODS 
(DHBT is developing online payment methods – please look at our website for details)

I enclose a cheque to the value of ..............................................................................................

I would like to pay £ by standing order, immediately and thereafter on each January 
1st until further notice, to DHBT, NatWest Bank, St Peter’s Street, Derby using sort code 60-01-19, 
account number 88793966.

Your bank name................................... Address .......................................................................
 
Account name ..................................... Sort code .................... Account no ................................

I have made an on line transfer to Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust bank using sort code 60-01-19 
account number 88793966 at NatWest Bank St Peter’s Street, Derby.

Signed ............................................................................................ Date .........................................

derbyshirehistoricbuildingstrust.org.uk

Lucy Godfrey




Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust
Hopkinson’s House, 1-3 Greenhill, Wirksworth, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 4EN
email: office@derbyshirehistoricbuildingstrust.org.uk

@dhbtrust  facebook.com/dhbtrust
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